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Paul J. McNulty, the United StatesAttorney for the Eagern Didrict of Virginia, and Michael
Chertoff, Assigant Attorney General, Criminel Division, U.S. Department of Justice, announced that
WilliamFitzgerald, 53, of Arlington, Virginia, pled guilty today infederal district courtin Alexandria,
Virginia, to one count of criminal copyright infringement for distributing pirated software over the
Internet. Fitzgerald, who will be sentenced by U.S. District Court Judge Gerald Bruce Lee on April
25, 2003 at 9 a.m., could receive a maximumsentence of three yearsinfederal prisonand a$250,000
fire.

Mr. Fitzgerald operateda publicly accessible websitethrough which he offered pirated copies
of business software. Among thetitles available were programs produced by Adobe, Autodesk,
Macromedia, and Microsoft. Evidence obtained through this investigation reveal ed that thousands
of pirated software programswere downloaded from Fitzgerad swebsite by users from around the
world during the six-month period charged. Aspart of the plea agreement, the United States and
Fitzgerad agreed that Fitzgerald illegdly reproduced and distributed copyrighted software vdued at
between $40,000 and $70,000.

"Individuals, like Mr. Fitzgerald, who believethat the Internet providesa safe haven for illegal
activities such as software piracy are wrong." said U.S. Attorney Paul McNuty. "Thisprosecution
Is another gep inour continuing effort to elimnate intellectud property crime on the Internet and
putspeopl ethat criminallyinfringe copyrighted softwareon noticethat wewill investigate, prosecute,
and convict them," Mr. Chertoff noted.

Fitzgerdd was convicted under the 1997 law known asthe No Electronic Theft (“NET”) Act
whichmakesit illegal to reproduce or distribute on alarge scale copyrighted works such as software
programs, even if the defendant acts without acommercial purposeor for privatefinancial gain. The
NET Act waspassed by Congressto respond to the growing threa of pirecy over the Internet.

The Washington Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation andthe ArlingtonCourty
Police Department investigated the case after receiving several complaints about Fitzgerald’ s web
site. The investigation evertually resulted in execution of a search warrant on Mr. Fitzgerad's
residencein July of 2001. Computers and a s gnificant amount of pirated business software were
seized. At thetime of the plea, Fitzgerald admitted to posting softw are programs on hisweb site and
allowing them to be downloaded by the public.

Scott J. Stein, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, and Jay V. Prabhu,
Trid Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice, Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section are
prosecuting the case on behalf of the government.



